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Spring Birding Class April Program 

  The Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis is hosting a spring 
birding class on Saturday, May 10th beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
at Westwood Hills Nature Center in St. Louis Park 
(directions below). 
  Terry Brashear, a favorite birder and field trip leader for 
our Chapter, will be the instructor for the day.  After a slide 
show and discussion, there will be a walk in the woods to 
apply what we have learned. 
  Remember to mark Saturday, May 10, from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon on your calendar and come join us—Terry is a won-
derful teacher! 
         —Louise Cameron 

  Butterflies have been accorded a 
special status in many cultures and 
throughout history. Whether or not  
we view them as messengers of the 
gods, most of us at least pause in 
wonderment when we are startled by  
the dramatic colors and delicate beauty flitting past us on a 
summer day. Increasingly, we are also becoming aware of 
their ability to be "messengers" about environmental condi-
tions. Monarch butterflies, performing their extraordinary 
annual migrations, are a strong area of focus for this re-
search. 
  Karen Oberhauser has been studying monarch butterflies 
since 1984, and is the director of the “Monarchs in the 
Classroom” program and the Monarch Larva Monitoring 
Project.  She is on the faculty of the Department of Ecology, 
Evolution and Behavior at the University of Minnesota, and 
is president of the Monarch Butterfly Sanctuary Foundation. 
Karen works with teachers and pre-college students in Min-
nesota and throughout the United States using monarchs to 
teach about biology, conservation, and the process of sci-
ence. She and her graduate and undergraduate students 
have studied monarch reproduction, disease dynamics, 
overwintering biology, larval nutritional requirements, and 
larval ecology. Some of their more applied work has in-
cluded a risk assessment of the potential impacts of geneti-
cally-modified corn on monarchs, and impacts of common 
garden insecticides.  
  Karen’s talk will include a brief summary of monarch popu-

lation biology, with an emphasis on how 
humans impact monarchs during their 
amazing annual cycle of breeding, mi-
grating, and overwintering over a broad 
geographic range.  She will also describe 
how citizen scientists throughout the U.S. 
are helping to understand—and thus 
conserve—monarch populations. 

  Come join us on April 1st to learn more about current re-
search and opportunities for involvement in Monarch butter-
fly conservation! 
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DON’T FORGET—  
“OPTICAL SWAPTICAL” 

 AT THE APRIL PROGRAM! 
 
Bring your old, unused (but still good) optical equipment to 
the April meeting and program and see them go to a good 
new home! 
Sell your old binoculars, spotting scopes, cameras and 
birding books with twenty percent of the sale price to be 
donated to the Chapter (yes, this a fund raiser for the 
Chapter).  Thanks! 
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President     Tom Mahan       763-588-5440 
Vice President   John Arthur   952-931-0819 
Treasurer    Lee Zurek   612-825-3419 
Secretary     Nancy Witt   763-533-2130 
Board Member   Jerry Bahls   763-572-2333 
Board Member   Dorene Scriven  612-922-4586 
Board Member   Louise Cameron 612-825-2675 
Board Member   Jean Kelley   763-862-1421 
Board Member   Bill Sipe    763-537-6397 
Board Member   Lisa McDonald  612-721-2672 
Board Member   Dorothy Kuether 952-926-4205 
Board Member   Mary Ellen Vetter 763-561-1761 
Board Member   <open> 
Birdathon Coord  <open> 
Bluebird Recovery  Dorene Scriven  612-922-4586 
Camps/Hunt Hill  Marion Borell  612-866-1266 
Camps/North Woods Bob Nelson   952-933-7340 
Conservation    <open> 
Education Outreach Mary Ellen Vetter 763-561-1761 
Field Trips Chair  Terry Brashear  612-929-1976 
Field Trip Leader  Tom Mahan   763-588-5440 
Kingfisher Editor  Kim Halek   763-427-8656 
Lending Library   Dorene Scriven  612-922-4586 
Mailing     Jerry Bahls   763-572-2333 
Membership    Jerry Bahls   763-572-2333 
Park Feeders   Tom Mahan   763-588-5440 
Programs    Lisa McDonald  612-721-2672 
Publicity/Exhibits  Bill Sipe    763-331-1223 
Sales      Jean Kelley   763-862-1421 
Social      Helen Weides  612-824-6268 
MOU Rare Bird Alert       763-780-8890 
Minnesota Audubon       651-739-9332 
 
 
John Arthur    jarthur@visi.com 
Jerry Bahls    bahls001@tc.umn.edu 
Terry Brashear   terence.p.brashear@syntegra.com 
Kim Halek    khalek@mninter.net 
Dorothy Kuether  dkuether@juno.com 
Tom/Phyllis Mahan  mahan-mail@att.net 
Dorene Scriven   scriv001@tc.umn.edu 
Lee Zurek    leezurek@msn.com 
     
 

Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis 
www.geocities.com/audubon.geo/ 

 
Audubon Minnesota  

www.audubon.org/chapter/mn/mn/index.html 
 

National Audubon Society 
www.audubon.org 

Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis 
2002-2003 Contacts 

Come to Our  
Next Program! 

Electronic Kingfisher 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE KINGFISHER 
ELECTRONICALLY! 

Contact Jerry Bahls at  
bahls001@tc.umn.edu 
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DATE:  Tuesday, April 1st “Monarch Migration” by Pro- 
     fessor Karen Oberhauser 
 
TIME:    Optical Swaptical prior to program 
     Program begins at 7:30 p.m. 
 
   AT:    Mayflower Church (Lower Level) 
     109 E. Diamond Lake Road, Minneapolis 
     (35W & East Diamond Lake Road) 
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Audubon Summer Youth Camp 

What comes to mind when considering the North Woods?  
Visitors exclaim in wonder at the beautiful primeval pine 
stands, the fall colors of the hardwoods, the myriad lakes, 
rivers and wetlands bordered by forest beauty. But is this 
the legacy we will leave to future generations?  

In 1996, it was announced that the Chippewa and Superior 
National Forests of MN would be included during the 
preparation of new Land and Resource Management Plans 
—the overarching management policy for these forests that 
would influence management for the next 15 years and 
was based on a 100-year vision for the forests.  

The Forest Service will soon release 
the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) for a 90-day com-
ment period. Audubon has been ac-
tively involved in the process and 
submitted one of the alternatives 
being considered: Alternative B, 
which achieves a better manage-
ment for the forests, balancing the 
multiple needs of people and wildlife. 

In Minnesota, the Superior National 
Forest (SNF) and the Chippewa National Forest (CNF) en-
compass 2.8 million acres. The SNF has been recognized 
as one of the most important areas for wild birds in the 
world. With 155 species of nesting birds, this forest has the 
greatest diversity of breeding birds of any national forest in 
the country. The CNF, although one of the most impacted 
national forests in the system, has one of the highest 
breeding densities of bald eagles in the lower 48 states.  

Over the past two centuries, the magnificent North Woods 
have been heavily impacted by logging, fragmented by 
roads and trails, damaged by exotic species and subjected 
to development. As the land has changed, habitat has 
been lost which has put at risk the rich diversity of wildlife.  

Now is an important opportunity for those who care for our 
forests. If we request the FS take a courageous stand to-
day to return our forests to their range of natural variation, 
we may be able to save many wildlife species before it is 
too late, and reclaim much of the diversity that once existed 
in these marvelous natural places.  Please take time to par-
ticipate in the upcoming comment opportunities! 

For more information and to stay informed on the latest 
developments and comment deadlines, please contact Lois 
Norrgard (952) 881-7282 lnorrgard@americanlands.org.  
Lois is the Forests Contact for the Audubon Environmental 
Issues Committee (EIC). 

Hunt Hill Nature Center Summer Camp Scholarships 
Our Chapter provides $250 towards student scholarships 
at the Hunt Hill Nature Center in Sarona, WI.  To apply, 
contact Marion Borell at 612-866-1266.  
 
Youth Ecology Adventure  
Ages: 9-13 *** Date: July 20-25, 2003 *** Cost: $345 
Participate in adventures of exploring and enjoying the 
500-acre Audubon sanctuary.  Study underwater plants 
and up-close wildlife, canoe, swim, fish, and go on an 
overnight camp-out.  New adventures each year for re-
turning campers! 
 
Teen River Ecology 
Ages: 13-15 *** Date: July 6-11, 2003 *** Cost: $390 
Combine traditional ecology with an exciting week of ad-
venture and challenge!  Learn low-impact camping, safe 
paddling, and outdoor cooking skills before embarking on 
a 4-5 day canoe trip to explore the ecology of the region. 
 
 

Audubon Center of the North Woods Scholarships 
The information published in March’s newsletter is re-
peated below, but please note the corrected phone num-
ber for Bob Nelson!  North Woods is near Sandstone, MN 
and our Chapter sponsors $500 towards scholarships at 
this camp.  Please contact Bob Nelson at 952-933-7340 
to apply.  Sessions fill up quickly! 
 
Wild Things: Ecology of the North Woods 
Ages: 10-12 *** Date: July 12-18, 2003 *** Cost: $450 
Snakes, turtles, and frogs will be the subjects of your 
studies as you learn the needs and unique characteristics 
of our wild neighbors.  Nature activities include bird identi-
fication and banding, beaver studies, and aquatic studies.  
Day hikes, crafts, campfires, and an overnight campout 
are other highlights, as are visits to the Duluth Zoo, Great 
Lakes Aquarium, and/or the Wildlife Science Center. 
 
Adventures—Rocks, Ropes, and Rapids 
Ages: 12-14 *** Dates: July 5-11/July 21-27 *** Cost: $450 
Spend an adventurous week on our skywalk ropes course 
and climbing wall.  Learn to use wilderness navigation and 
whitewater canoeing skills.  Experience the fur trade his-
tory of Minnesota and learn outdoor survival skills.  De-
velop camping skills during an overnight canoe trip on a 
historic fur trade route.  These exciting activities will help 
develop self-confidence and teamwork while exploring the 
beauty of the North Woods! 
 

For more information on these sessions 
and additional advanced skills sessions, 
please see the Audubon Center’s web 
site at www.audubon-center.org 

Minnesota Forest Conservation  
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Calendar of Events 
 April 
     1 Chapter program, 7:30 p.m. 
    “Monarch Migration” by Professor   
    Karen Oberhauser, Director of Mon- 
    arch Lab Minnesota 
    8 Chapter Board meeting, 7:15 p.m. 
   26 Field trip to Black Dog Fen to look for  
    woodcocks (evening trip—call Terry) 
 May 
    6 Cookie Social, 6:30 p.m. 
    Chapter program, 7:30 p.m. 
    “Endangered Species Act” by Rick   
    Baker, MN DNR 
   10 Field trip: Roberts Bird Sanctuary 
   11 Field trip: Eloise Butler Sanctuary 
   13 Chapter Board meeting, 7:15 p.m. 
   17 Field trip: Woodlake Nature Center 
 

 See you on the birding trails! 
 

All are welcome to programs, trips, and Board 
meetings!  Call President Tom Mahan for details on 

Board meetings and field trips... 

National Audubon Society Chapter Membership 

NAME__________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS______________________________________ 
 
CITY __________________STATE ______ ZIP ________ 
 
Send this application and make check 
payable to: 
National Audubon Society 
Chapter Membership Data Center 
PO Box 51001, Boulder, CO 80322-1001 

LOCAL CHAPTER 
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis 
PO BOX 3801 
Minneapolis, MN  55403 
Chapter Code:   M02 
     7XCHA 

    Yes, I’d like to join!  Please enroll me as a member of 
the National Audubon Society and my local chapter at 
the special introductory rate of $20!  Please send 
AUDUBON magazine and my membership card to the 
address below. 
    Yes, I’d like to join!  As a senior citizen or student, I 
am able to join for only $15! 


