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Upcoming Programs

North Metro Summer Joint Programs

Again this summer as part of our outreach to our northern membership, the

Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis and the Izaak Walton League —
i Breckenridge Chapter will hold joint meetings over the summer on June
i 24th, July 22nd and August 26th at 7:30 pm. The meetings will be held at

: Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and

Bird Sanctuary
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: Notes on ACM Sponsored Spring walks; :
Blrdlng Festival, Ecuador Birding Trip &
Red Headed WP Recovery Program
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5Artic|e' Purple Martin Colonies

gEJune 24
.-July 22

i August 26

the Breckenridge Chapter House located at —
i Brooklyn Park. The schedule is —

8816 West River Road in

John Moriarty, Three Rivers Parks - “Amphibians and Reptiles in
Minnesota: Changes in the last 20 years”

TBA

Joanna Eckles, Audubon Minnesota -
£ Window Collisions”

“‘BirdSafe — Bird-

i Please circle these dates on your calendar. Watch for announcements of

other speakers this summer. Tell a friend and bring a friend.
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FOOD FOR BIRDS- Different seeds and the birds attracted to each-As posted at Gooseberry Falls State Park.

Sunflower

*Black-oil seed preferred, but
striped and hulled (meat) seed
readily eaten.

Chickadee

Nuthatch

Finch, Gold and Purple
Evening Grosbeak

Blue Jay

Pine Siskin

Redpoll

Junco

Woodpecker, Hairy and Downy
Cardinal

Proso Millet

*White millet highly preferred
over red millet. Use mainly
during spring and fall migra-
tion.

Junco

Finch

Red Poll

Safflower

*Many of the “sunflower seed
birds will eat safflower, how-
ever, they may need a few
days to adapt. Squirrels tend
not to eat it!

Blue Jay

Cardinal

Chickadee

Nuthatch

Mourning Dove

Corn

*Cracked corn for smaller
birds; whole-kernel for larger
birds

Blue Jay

Mallard Duck

Canada Goose

Peanut

*Peanut hearts & parts for
smaller birds; whole for larger
birds

Blue Jay

Chickadee

Finch

Niger Thistle

*Seed of choice for small finches
Finch, Gold and purple and
house

Pine Sisken

Redpoll

Junco

Finch Mix

*Mixture of thistle, millet, sun-
flower meats, flax, milo and
Canary grass seeds.

See “Niger Thistle” birds above

Commercial Mix

*Avoid commercial mixes.
Much will go to waste as birds
scratch around for their favor-
ites. It's best to offer a single
food type in each feeder.
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%, From the President

As many of you may know, Audubon Minnesota eliminated the position of Policy Director on May 2™. To those
who don’t know, the Policy Director was the lobbyist that Audubon Minnesota had at the legislature. The cur-
rent Policy Director was Don Arnosti, who is an incredibly talented lobbyist. Many of us felt that the timing was
incredibly bad, since the legislature had only a couple of weeks to go and many issues vital to birds could still
raise their heads. The Chapter still is very concerned about the future of Audubon at the State Capitol. The
lobbying connection with Audubon Minnesota is the strongest thread the Chapter has to the state office. It has
many years of binding Audubon together in the state. Other links to the state office are weak at best. Matthew
Anderson, Audubon Minnesota Executive Director, has stated that they expect to continue the work they have
done in the past on legislative issues. Unfortunately actions speak louder than words and all affected parties
will now take a very skeptical view as to the continued respect that Audubon has at the Capitol, both by our
friends and those who would exploit the environment.

The Chapter has received a $1000 Collaborative Grant from the National Audubon Society to study the effec-
tiveness of three different window treatments at reducing Bird-Window collisions. Participants were given three
different window treatments, which they were to apply to their windows. On June 1%, participants will record all
bird-window collisions at all of their windows, in addition to the study windows. The study will begin on June 1°
thanks to the work of the Study Administrator Jenny Kapp. The study will hopefully continue for three years;
but initially, we are only committing to one year, ending on May 31, 2015. Nineteen participants have been
selected to do the study. Fifteen participants will use treatments with a minimum of four acting as controls.

We would like to add more participants to be controls to give the study more statistical points. The Audubon
Chapter of Minneapolis wants to thank all the participants for volunteering to help with this study.

Does anyone have any information on the Cat Colony program in Minneapolis? We're still interested in how it
is going. Send information to me or any member of the Board in confidence.

Don’t forget to attend the Joint Meetings this summer with the I1zaac Walton League at the Breckenridge Chap-
ter house. Check out the schedule in this newsletter. Good birding this summer!

Jerry Bahls, President, Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis

Mission Statement

The Mission of the Audubon Chapter is to inform and educate our members and the public about birds and other wildlife
and the demands that a large metropolitan center puts on their habitat, to engage in advocacy to preserve, protect and im-
prove existing habitat and to develop and maintain new bird and wildlife sanctuaries, including backyards, to enhance the
human experience.

Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis - 2013-2014 Contacts

President Jerry Bahls (763) 572-2333 jobaud@comcast.net

Vice President John Arthur jarthur@uvisi.com

Treasurer New! Judy Hamm judybirds@att.net

Kingfisher Editor Cathy Bailly (612) 267-9098 eaglessoar1964@gmail.com
Audubon Center of the North Woods www.audubon-center.org

Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis www.audubonchapterofminneapolis.org MOU Rare Bird Alert: 763-780-8890

Audubon Minnesota www.audubon.org/chapter/mn
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Volunteers Needed

Board Members - The Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis is seeking qualified persons to serve on its
Board. The three new Board members would serve 3-year terms expiring in May 2017. It is esti-
mated that the time required would be about 4 hours/month. The Board meets every month except
in December and July.

Conservation Committee Chair - The Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis is seeking a person to
chair our Conservation Committee. The Chair guides the chapter Conservation Committee on envi-
ronmental issues and projects. An example is the continuing support of the Roberts Bird Sanctuary.
Some critical issues with Roberts will be coming up in the near future in connection with the sewer
work that will take place there in the winter of 2014 — 15. Time required is about 4 — 6 hours/month.

Webmaster - The Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis is seeking a qualified person to be our webmas-
ter. The webmaster would manage all of our electronic communications sites. The webmaster
would update and post new material on our Website and Facebook pages.

If you are a newly retired, empty nester or just want to help out, contact Jerry Bahls at 763 572-2333

or e-mail at jobaud@comcast.net. Or contact any Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis Board member.
Thanks for helping us!

BirdSafe Volunteers needed

Audubon Minnesota’s Project BirdSafe is an effort to reduce bird-window collisions. Part of the pro-
ject is made possible by a stellar team of volunteers who walk research routes in Minneapolis and
St. Paul every morning during spring and fall migration. Any birds found, alive or dead, are collected
and either released, taken to rehabilitation or logged into the University of Minnesota collections. In-
terested in learning more? Please contact Joanna Eckles at (651) 739-9332 x 11 or
jeckles@audubon.org.

2014-15 Chapter Officers & Board

The Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis Board elected the following officers for the 2014-2015 fiscal year —

President Jerry Bahls
Vice-President John Arthur
Secretary Martha Allen
Treasurer Judy Hamm

The following were elected to the Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis Board at the May Membership meeting — Madeleine
Linck and Kit Healy.

Please welcome the new Officers and Board members. The Board still has two Board vacancies and would welcome
anyone interested in serving. Contact Bob Papke (763 545-8072) or Jerry Bahls (763 572-2333).


mailto:jeckles@audubon.org
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' BIRDS: By Mel Bleeker

| must confess. Wm Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice (Final Act) started my prose and | obliged by proc-
i essing it my way:

A blind man can enjoy the sounds of the birds.
He understands the call of the cuckoo.
As the sparrow chatters incessantly.

Cheering soul and spirit.

The robin joyfully shouts after the rain.
It is such music to hear such sweetness of the day
When the Crow doth sing as sweetly as the lark

As they focus upon the baton of the Maestro.
The nightingale, if she should sing by day

When every goose is cackling.

Would be thought no better a musician than the wren.
Their voices pierce the cacophony of the day.
But do | hear their voices?

Who composed it all? WAITING UNTIL FALL: By Clem Nagel

Can we see the Maestro’s baton waving in the mist? | spy the goldfinch nest
) ) , in the maple by the driveway.
How can | sympathize with a blind man Small dark eyes
stare back at me -
Yet close my eyes and muffle my ears unblinking.

To the One who leads the orchestra of life?

Her bright eyes had watched  :
my comings and goings for days:
without my knowing. :

Patient goldfinch sits low
in her nest, waiting for
eggs to hatch and

August thistle seed heads
to ripen.
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L Advocacy § Activities

Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary: A Great Place for
Birds
By Tammy Mercer, Interpretive Naturalist and Early Birders Leader

When Eloise Butler created her sanctuary for native plants in 1807, she was also creating a great place for
birds. The 15 acre Garden has many habitats, including mature deciduous woods, coniferous woods, oak
savanna and wetlands. Dead and dying trees are left as snags for cavity nesters whenever possible. Sur-
rounding the Garden, Theodore Wirth Park has additional wetlands, woodlands and an area recently dis-
turbed by the 2011 Minneapolis tornado with new openings and edges that attract additional species.

The vast diversity of native trees, shrubs, and plants installed and nurtured by Eloise Butler and the four
subsequent curators have attracted a wonderful variety of native birds, some that nest here, and many oth-
ers that stop in to find an abundance of berries, seeds and insects to fuel their long migrations.

Birds that commonly nest in and around the Garden include wood ducks, broadwing hawks, great-horned
owls, piliated woodpeckers, scarlet tanagers, indigo buntings, great-crested flycatchers, red-eyed vireos,
ruby-throated hummingbirds, gray catbirds, blue-grey gnatcatchers, and many more. Migrants include a
variety of warblers, thrushes, native sparrows and more.

Every Saturday morning from April through October, a group called the Early Birders meets to walk in and
around the Garden to watch the birds and learn their songs. We always have a nice mix of beginning, in-
termediate, and more experienced birders for this walk. We observe a great diversity of spring and fall mi-
grants, and watch as local breeders build nests and feed their young. Most entertaining of all are the
fledglings, as they beg for food and get used to their wings.

We also offer other birding classes and a variety of other nature programs.
For the schedule of programs, see our website at
http://www.minneapolisparks.org/documents/parks/EBWG/EBWG _Summer_Programs 2014.pdf

For more information about the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden:
http://www.minneapolisparks.org/default.asp?PagelD=1355

FRIENDS OF THE WILD FLOWER GARDEN SUMMER PARTY

This year the Friends are celebrating summer and Eloise Butler's 163rd birthday with a special event to raise
funds for our Student Transportation Program, bringing Minneapolis-area students to the Eloise Butler Wild-
flower Garden and Bird Sanctuary for nature and science classes. Hundreds of young people have been
served by this program in the last 4 years; we want to replenish the fund to bring more students to the Garden
now and into the future.

Please join us on Sunday August 3rd from 3-6 pm at the beautifully renovated Wirth Park Pavil-
ion above Glenwood Avenue and the Wirth Beach area. There will be Garden tours, family entertainment,
summer refreshments, and a Silent Auction of items reflecting the spirit of the Garden and the Friends.

Tickets for the event are $20. at the door, or available on our website www.friendsofthewildflowergarden.org
at a cost of $20 for the first ticket, $15 for each additional ticket.

All ticket costs are tax deductible. Children under 12 are free.


http://www.minneapolisparks.org/documents/parks/EBWG/EBWG_Summer_Programs_2014.pdf
http://www.minneapolisparks.org/default.asp?PageID=1355
http://www.friendsofthewildflowergarden.org/
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Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis Spring field trips

The Audubon Chapter’s Spring field trips were very successful this year with over fifty bird species seen and
38 people attending. The trips covered a variety of habitats including Baker Park Reserve, Springbrook Na-
ture Center, French Regional Park, and the Woodrill SNA. Crow Hassan Park Reserve was unfortunately
rained out. A Barred Owl watched the hikers as it was being observed through binoculars on one hike. Red
Tailed Hawks flew overhead, while warblers, thrushes and many other birds were seen by participants. Other
notable birds seen were Osprey, Trumpeter Swan, Bald Eagle, Purple Martin and Red headed Wood-

pecker. Watch for information about the fall field trips in the next newsletter. All of the photos on this whole
page were taken by: Siah St.Clair.

e

Urban Birding Festival of the Twin Cities

As a part of the Urban Birding Festival of the Twin Cltles on the weekend of June 6-8, Springbrook Nature

Center held a bird banding activity on Sunday, June 8", attended by over 40 people. Participants observed
birds caught in traps and mist nets and then banded and released. Some participants were able to help re-
lease some of the newly banded birds. The girl in this picture released the White Breasted Nuthatch she is
holding immediately after the picture was taken.

Birding Tour of Ecuador

Audubon Minnesota is sponsoring a special birding tour of Ecuador in December 2014. It will be organized by
premier tour operator Tropical Birding, and led by Paul Greenfield, co-author of the Field Guide to the Birds of
Ecuador. The trip will be based in the Mindo area, a short distance west of Quito, where ecotourism has led to
exemplary environmental protection. Over 300 species of birds are possible, and special opportunities include
participation in the Christmas Bird Count centered on the Milpe sanctuary. Total cost will be $2200 double oc-
cupancy from Quito. For more information, see the Audubon Minnesota
http://mn.audubon.org/events/ecuadorian-birding-tour-audubon-minnesota-and-tiny-footprint-coffee, call Tropi-
cal Birding at 800-348-5941, or ACM member Steve Greenfield at 612-877-1137.
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Red headed Woodpecker Recovery program

The Minneapolis Audubon Chapter’s sponsored Redheaded Woodpecker Recovery Program is off to a good
start for 2014. Volunteers had located over 30 nests by June 1% at the Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Re-
serve in East Bethel. Many of the woodpeckers have moved to new locations, while some are nesting in last
year’s nest holes or at least in the same areas. Early indications are that more of the previously banded males
have returned than the banded females, but more observations are needed to confirm that. Meanwhile, more
woodpeckers are being captured and banded with color bands so future observers can positively identify birds
seen. Also, pictures are being taken of eggs and nestlings to learn more about the nesting process and suc-
cess or failure. Pictures show color bands just placed on the Woodpecker’s legs, and a male Red Headed
Woodpecker in his nest hole with two females checking out his location.



http://mn.audubon.org/events/ecuadorian-birding-tour-audubon-minnesota-and-tiny-footprint-coffee
tel:800-348-5941
tel:612-877-1137
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Purple Martin colonies at Three Rivers Park District
By Madeleine Linck

Purple Martins are the largest of North American swallows. These colonial nesters now depend almost
entirely on man-made structures for nesting east of the Rocky Mountains. Generations ago, many Min-
nesota farmers maintained thriving martin colonies on their farms. With the move away from family-run
farms, many martin colonies were abandoned and their numbers have been declining steadily in the Up-
per Midwest. Martins winter in Brazil, but begin returning to Minnesota in April to breed.

The Park District’'s Wildlife Section first attempted attracting Purple Martins to the Park District in 2004 at
the Baker Park Campground on Lake Independence where it was believed a private resort hosted an
active martin colony in the 1950s. Housing was later moved to the Baker National Golf Course where it
is filled today with nesting pairs. Martin houses were later set up at Eagle Lake Golf Course in Maple
Grove and at French Regional Park in Plymouth. The colonies began increasing in 2007. By 2012, all
available nest cavities were filled.

Attempts have been made to establish additional colonies at the Landing in Shakopee, Noerenberg Gar-
dens in Orono, and EIm Creek Park Reserve in Maple Grove. The Park District believes it is better for
the martins to have several smaller colonies rather than adding to existing ones to make them too large
to be managed properly. With potential threats from House Sparrows, Starlings, predatory owls and
hawks, parasite infestation, and severe weather, martin colonies require active management to be suc-
cessful. However, once the colonies successfully fledge young, the young and adults will usually return
to their colony. As most martin “landlords” know, it sometimes takes many years to attract martins to a
site. However, this year, a new successful colony was established in partnership with Scott County
Parks at Cedar Lake Farm Regional Park in New Prague.

In 2009, Three Rivers Park District joined the Minnesota Purple Martin Working Group where the ex-
change of knowledge and expertise has been invaluable. Weekly nest checks are conducted at the
three active sites at Baker, French, and Eagle Lake. The Park District hopes to have many of the nes-
tlings banded in July. If anyone is interested in observing, please contact Madeleine Linck at 763-694-
7851 or mlinck@threeriversparkdistrict.org. The District is also interested in volunteers who can commit
to several months of active management. Hearing and seeing these beautiful swallows is well worth it!



mailto:mlinck@threeriversparkdistrict.org
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National Audubon Society
Chapter Membership Application

0 Yes, 16d Pleakeenrollane psa menber of the Na-
tional Audubon Society and my local chapter at the special introduc-
tory rate of $20! Please send AUDUBON magazine and my member-
ship card to the address below.

O Yes, 16d
join for only $15!

|Ak & senior @tizdn o1 stullent, I am able to

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE 7IP

Send this application and make check pay-
able to:

National Audubon Society

P.O. Box 422250

Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250

LOCAL CHAPTER |

Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis :

PO BOX 38011

|
Minneapolis, MN 55403 |

Incentive Code: :

Cc9zMo020Z |
|

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Twin Cities, MN
Permit No. 90280

Return Service
Requested

Calendar of Events

Please see ACM website for details

No Board Meeting in July

August 01 Deadline for newsletter articles
10 Newsletter Editor deadline
19 Newsletter Mailing
26 Board Meeting

The Kingdfisher is published every other month beginning
with the January issue. All are welcome to programs, trips
and board meetings! For more information on upcoming

events please check out our website

Electronic Kingfisher
SUBSCRIBE TO THE KINGFISHER ELECTRONICALLY!

Contact Jerry Bahls at jobaud@comcast.net




