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President’s Message 
      Our September potluck and meeting got us off to a good 
start. --good food, good conversation, good program. It's always 
a joy to visit after the summer, to hear what birding people have 
done, to hear recollections of past years and hopes and plans for 
the coming year. We're a small group, 50-60 people. One of our 
goals is increased membership and increased participation. The 
committee chairpeople have great ideas; we 
need more people to carry them out. Let's all try to bring at least 
one new member--invite your neighbor, a friend; help them get 
involved, too.  Remember, there are all kinds of involvement --
from a few minutes of time, to being a chairperson. All are 
needed and helpful.  
     I hope you had a chance to participate in the field trips--we 
haven't had so many September ones in a while, and the birding 
is so good during the fall migration--and a bit more challenging 
with the birds' duller colors. 
     The Minnesota Ornithological Union (MOU) newsletter's 
main subject this issue is Bluebird Recovery, featuring our 2 
hard-working members, Dorene Scriven and Mary Ellen Vetter. 
We have one circulating copy. If you get the MOU newsletter, 
please bring/send it to the October meeting for others to read. 
Your thank you/plaudit to Dorene and Mary Ellen would let 
them know just how much we (and the bluebirds) appreciate 
their efforts. 
     An "Audubon supporter" called about a request for an in-
terim-use permit for a motorized dirt bike track near French 
Lake in Dayton that will come up at the next meeting (second 
week in September). The noise would certainly disturb the nest-
ing of birds. This is a marshy, reedy lake that has previously 
been designated a mallard nesting area. I talked about this at the 
Audubon meeting. Tom Rice, our conservation chairperson, 
called and faxed the city planner, who will read his statement at 
the meeting AND at least 5 other members called.  Mr. Osberg, 
the city planner was impressed. We do make an impact.  
     Vija Kelly has a selection of her lovely photographic cards 
for sale at meetings and donates the profits to our chapter--many 
thanks.  We also have a selection of a member's father's 8 x 10 
photographs--of birds and other nature things available for $1 
donation to our chapter. 
     Have a good month of birding. I'll look for you at the Octo-
ber meeting. 
                                                    
                                                                    —Dorothy Kuether
                       

Upcoming Program 
      Tuesday, October 3      

Aftermath of the BWCA Blowdown of July '99 
 

      The straight line winds of July 4, 1999  left behind a severely 
damaged and different BWCA Wilderness.  Adam Sokolski, a 
volunteer and former staff member of Friends of the Boundary 
Waters Wilderness  will  show us slides with commentary on the 
forest today and what could lie ahead for the 500,000 acres of 
Northern American forest affected by the '99 blowdown.  We 
have seen newspaper pictures but Adam will bring us a very per-
sonal view of the devastation, and the hope for our beloved 
BWCA.  
      He has led the Friends of Boundary Waters Wilderness in 
work and study of proper management in the aftermath of the 
storm.  He will discuss fire and fire ecology as a management 
response for treatment of the ecosystem as it now exists.  To 
achieve future overall health management also requires consid-
eration of  sunlight on the exposed forest floor, of wildlife  adap-
tation to a changed environment, as well as consideration of wa-
ter quality and its movement being blocked or changed.                             
      There is concern for many trees not blown down but suffer-
ing broken root  damage now vulnerable to fungi, and possibly 
exoctic species of insects, including weevils, that feed on fine 
roots of trees and shrubs.  Yet, says Adam, there are some trees 
still standing at a 45 degree angle that are clean, green and 
leafed out. 
      What species of trees will ultimately remain?  What species 
will be regenerated?  How will the forest, damaged or regener-
ated, support the multitude of migratory birds of past years?   
The woodpeckers won't complain, but with hundreds of thou-
sands of trees on the ground what happens to the birds needing a 
forest canopy for their habitat and survival? 

      The meeting starts at 7:30, and 
is preceded by a Bird I.D. class 
beginning at 6:45.  We meet at the 
Mayflower Church located imme-
diately west of Hwy 35W and  the 
Diamond Lake Road exit.  See 
you there! 
 
                           —Fran Duritsa 
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President                         Dorothy Kuether       612-926-4205 
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Treasurer                         Kim Halek                 763-427-8656 
Secretary                         Orell Jensen              612-781-4579 
Board Member                Jerry Bahls                763-572-2333 
Board Member                Fran Duritsa              612-822-4822 
Board Member                Dorene Scriven         612-922-4586 
Board Member                Tom Stinson              763-767-8736 
Board Member                John Arthur               952-931-0819 
Board Member                Jim Sharpsteen          612-722-9109 
Board Member                Jean Kelley               763-862-1421 
Board Member                Bill Sipe                    763-331-1223 
Board Member                Ann Leykom             612-827-2245 
Birdathon Coord             <open> 
Bluebird Recovery          Dorene Scriven         612-922-4586 
Camps/Hunt Hill             Marion Borell       612-866-1266 
Camps/North Woods       Bob Nelson               612-933-7340 
Conservation                   Tom Rice                  612-887-3547 
Education Outreach        Mary Ellen Vetter     763-561-1761 
Field Trips Chair             Terry Brashear          612-929-1976 
Field Trip Leader            Don Wanschura        612-866-3276 
Kingfisher Editor            Wina Mortenson       612-781-7998 
Kingfisher Editor            Paul Kinzer               612-781-7998 
Lending Library              Dorene Scriven         612-922-4586 
Mailing                           Jerry Bahls                763-572-2333 
Membership                    Jerry Bahls                763-572-2333 
Park Feeders                   David Stamps            612-374-3609 
Programs                         Fran Duritsa              612-822-4822 
Publicity/Exhibits      Bill Sipe                     763-331-1223 
Sales                                Tom Stinson              763-767-8736 
Social                              Phyllis Mahan           763-588-5440 
MOU Rare Bird Alert                                       612-780-8890 
MN Audubon Office                                         651-225-1830 
 
John Arthur                     jarthu@uswest.net 
Jerry Bahls                      bahls001@tc.umn.edu 
Terry Brashear                terence.p.brashear@cdc.com 
Kim Halek                       khalek@mninter.net 
Paul Kinzer                     winapaul@earthlink.net 
Dorothy Kuether             dkuether@juno.com 
Tom/Phyllis Mahan        mahan-mail@worldnet.att.net 
Wina Mortenson             winapaul@earthlink.net 
Tom Rice                        trice@mail.donaldson.com 
Dorene Scriven               scriv001@tc.umn.edu 
Jim Sharpsteen                jsharpsteen@mwest.dcmdc.dla.mil 
Tom Stinson                    thomas.r.stinson@ac.com 
 

Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis 
www.geocities.com/audubon.geo/ 

MN Audubon Council 
www.audubon.org/chapter/mn/mn/index.html-ssi 

National Audubon Society 
www.audubon.org 

Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis 
2000-2001 Contacts 
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DATE:     Tuesday, October 3, 2000 
TIME:     7:30 p.m. “Aftermath of the BWCA Blowdown” 
AT:          Mayflower Church (Lower Level) 
                 109 E. Diamond Lake Road, Minneapolis 
                 (35W & East Diamond Lake Road) 

Come to Our Next Program! 

Try Electronic Kingfisher 
      About a year and a half ago,  we launched the electronic 
Kingfisher for those of you who are online.  We now have 31 
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis members who have opted to 
receive the Kingfisher electronically rather than receive the pa-
per version and 6 others who either were members and trans-
ferred or are members of another chapter that wanted to receive 
the Kingfisher.  One member has decided to go back to receiv-
ing it by regular mail.  Two members have changed their e-mail 
address and not sent their new address.  Our goal by the end of 
the year is to have 100 members signed up.  If you are online but 
are apprehensive about signing up, you can go to the Audubon 
Chapter of Minneapolis website and try it out.  The internet ad-
dress is www.geocities.com/audubon.geo/.  You will  
need Adobe Reader to open it.  Many computers have this al-
ready installed, but if you don't have it, or if you have a very old 
version, you can download it free from Adobe at  
http://www.adobe.com/prodindex/acrobat/readstep.html .  Once 
at the ACM site simply click on the banner for obtaining the 
Kingfisher (in full color!) and either read it or download it for 
later reading and printing if you so desire. You can also check 
out all of the last year's Kingfishers.  After you've tried it and are 
comfortable with it, send an e-mail to bahls001@tc.umn.edu, 
and say you want to sign up.  Help us reach our goal of 100, 
save a little money on postage and 
more trees. 
                                  —Jerry Bahls 
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     Minnesota Audubon is seeking your ideas and par-
ticipation in the Minnesota River Valley Birding Trail.  
As proposed, the Birding Trail will span the Minnesota 
River basin from the headwaters in the west to its con-
fluence with the Mississippi River in the Twin Cities.  
The trail will use existing roads to connect well-
established birding hotspots with new birding sites to 
produce a comprehensive attraction for birders and 
other nature enthusiasts. 
     As you probably already know, birding is a major 
tourism activity in Minnesota.  More than 600,000 peo-
ple travel in Minnesota each year to see wildlife, spend-
ing more than $125 million annually.  That’s big 
money, and that’s not all.  Each year, this group of peo-
ple spends more than a quarter billion dollars - $260 
million - on birding equipment.  That’s almost $400 
million spent by birders in Minnesota each year. 
     Many people have voiced their interest in the Bird-
ing Trail, and now is the time to join in this fun and 
important project that will help to bring renewed atten-
tion to the communities of the Minnesota River Valley 
and their natural resources.  We’d like to hear from you 
about birding opportunities in your area of the Minne-
sota River watershed, and for more information about 
the planning of a Minnesota River Valley Birding Trail, 
please contact: 
Paul Konrad, Minnesota Audubon Coordinator at  
     (651) 225-1830  or   pkonrad@audubon.org 
 
     Visit our web site at  www.birdingtrail.org 
 
                                               —Paul Konrad 

Minnesota River Valley 
Birding Trail 

     After doing tent city camping, I needed to strike out for wilder neigh-
borhoods.  I headed to the far north, exchanging the call of a catbird for 
that of a hermit thrush, the house sparrow for a white-throated sparrow, 
the haunting call of the loon for the quack of the mallard.  Black-
throated green warblers were still singing on territory and the lack of 
mechanized noise was wonderful. 
     I confess that although the birds were wonderful, I was out for a 
greater rush, one that can only be had by a close encounter with one of 
the great mammals.  I have been in the water with Beluga whales, 
watched grizzly bear cubs swinging from trees like little kids and been 
close enough to elk and caribou to see the whites of their eyes and that 
was the experience I sought. 
     In Minnesota, there is one place where you can safely experience an 
up close and personal encounter with a large predator, and that is Vince 
Shute Wildlife Sanctuary outside of Orr.  There you can stand on a plat-
form overlooking woods and meadow and watch bears being bears.  Al-
though the animals are somewhat accustomed to seeing humans, they are 
wild animals, free to come and go.  If you encountered them in the 
woods, they wood flee from you. 
     The Vince Shute story is an interesting one.  Vince Shute came to the 
north as a lumberman.  In his camp he threw his garbage outside his 
door, as everyone else did.  Naturally, the garbage attracted bears.  After 
shooting almost too many to count, Vince Shute decided to feed the 
bears instead of killing them.  Over forty years he established a trusting 
relationship with the American black bear and countless generations of 
black bears came to the area to feed.  They could be fed out of hand by 
humans. 
     When Shute became older, he began to worry about what would hap-
pen to “his bears”.  The outcome was the Vince Shute Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, run by the American Bear Association.  The Association’s mission 
has become one of educating the public about the black bear.  Here at 
the sanctuary one can get away from the view of the black bear as the 
clown at the dump as well as the cute, cuddly animal of the nature show 
or the stuffed animal display.  Although the bears are fed, they are al-
lowed their dignity as wild animals.  They are no longer fed garbage, 
and they are no longer fed from the hand.  Although they are acclimated 
to humans in this one area, they are not there to entertain you.  As a con-
sequence, you can watch them go about their business of being bears.  
You can watch mother bears chasing off big males to protect their cubs, 
or the cubs being chased up the tree for safety.  You can watch yearling 
bears play and tussle with each other.  And yes, you can see the big 
brutes, too.  They can be fairly amusing.  Just like the couch potato who 
has had too may potato chips and too much beer, they scratch their bel-
lies and belch. 
     Public viewing is done from the safety of a viewing platform, but 
photographers can, for a fee, be on the ground with the bears.  I took the 
latter option and met the bears eye to eye.  It was thrilling, and a little 
scary. 
     Vince Shute died in July.  I thought I’d tell you about his legacy as a 
tribute to the man who loved bears and in the hope that the more people 
that come to respect this wonderful animal, the more habitat that can be 
saved for them.                                                   —Vija Kelly 

Beyond Birds 
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     Feed your neighborhood birds this winter and 
support Minnesota Audubon's conservation work 
throughout the state.  Place your orders by using 
the form at right. Orders will be accepted until Oc-
tober 4, 2000. Prepaid orders only please. 
You can pick up your seed between 9:00 a.m. 
and 2:00 p.m. on October 14 at one of SIX con-
venient locations. 
 
Maps to the pick-up sites will be mailed one 
week before the sale. 
Bloomington    - MN Valley National Wildlife 

 Refuge (3815 East 80th St.) 
Saint Paul    - 737 Aldine Street* 

*Friday pick-up available here. 
New Brighton   - Driftwood Park 
                       (Near 5th  Ave NW and Silver Lake Rd) 
Lake Nokomis - Mother Earth Gardens 

(3738 42nd Ave South) 
Plymouth        - 11410   49th Place N (house) 
White Bear Lake/Birchwood 

           - 176  Wildwood (house) 
*Pick-up available Friday AND Saturday at 
Saint Paul location only (house). 
 
 Return order form to: Minnesota Audubon,  

         26 E. Exchange St. #207  
         St. Paul, MN  55101 

Audubon Birdseed Sale
Order deadline is October 4th, 2000.

Prepaid orders only please.
Name_____________________________________________
Address___________________________________________
City   ___________________State____ Zip_______________
Day Phone_______________Eve Phone _________________
Email _____________________________________________

 I would like to volunteer to help out on the day of the sale.

Seed Type Size Cost Quantity Total
MN Audubon Mix 20 lbs $  9.00
Cardinal Mix 50 lbs $16.00
Black Sunflower 50 lbs $10.00
Wild Bird Mix 50 lbs $10.00
Cracked Corn 50 lbs $  8.00
Finch Mix   8 lbs $  7.00
Finch Mix 50 lbs $25.00
Shelled Sunflower 25 lbs $13.00
Shelled Sunflower 50 lbs $26.00
Thistle   8 lbs $10.00
Thistle 20 lbs $25.00
Safflower   5 lbs $  3.00
Suet Cake 12 oz $  2.00
2001 Audubon Songbirds Calendar $  8.00
     NEW   MN Audubon T-shirts $15.00 S:   M:  L:  XL:
I would like to join Minnesota Audubon ($20.00).
Here is an extra contribution for Audubon in MN.
(make check to: National Audubon Society)      TOTAL
I will pick up    Bloomington  Lake Nokomis
my order in    Saint Paul Plymouth 9130
(check one):    New Brighton White Bear Lake

Minnesota Audubon's 
Birdseed Sale 

October 14, 2000 

Coming November 4th!!  Fun!!  Games!! 

“This Benefit is for the Birds” 
     The first annual "This Benefit is for the Birds" Fundraiser contest will be on November 4th.  It will be at the Maple Grove Junior 
High in Maple Grove (2 blocks South of 694 on Hemlock Lane near 494).  Doors will open at 9:00 AM and the contest will begin at 
9:30 AM.  Teams of contestants will compete for prizes by playing Jeopardy-type games and some with a Millionaire-type format.  
We'll throw in lots of toss-up questions to liven things up.  It will also be educational, with great bird photos and calls to identify.  
We'll even take some time to point out interesting features for identification of the birds, so the beginner will learn while having fun.  
 There will be several experts on hand to authenticate answers and to talk to during breaks and after the contest. 
     Since this is partly a team event, get the whole family involved (including Grandma and Grandpa).  Teams can be up to 10 mem-
bers.  A team will have a minimum of 5 members.  If you don't have a team, individual contestants will be set up to form a team.  The 
advanced sale tickets will be $7 (after all this is a Fundraiser) for Audubon members and $8 for non-members.  Tickets at the door will 

be $10 for members and $11 for non-members.  (Net proceeds will be used to purchase "Audubon Adventures" 
for schools in the Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis membership area.)  Non-members will have an opportunity 
to join National Audubon on the spot and your ticket price (both advanced sale and at the door) will be in-
cluded in the membership fee. Tickets will be available at all the meetings prior to the event and by calling 
(763) 572-2333.  We will accept mail ordered tickets up to October 20th at Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis, 
PO Box 3801, Minneapolis, MN 55403.  Hope to see you on November 4th at the Maple Grove Junior High 
for a FUN time!! 
                                                                                                                                                  —Jerry Bahls 
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     Our meeting this month started out with an excellent potluck supper.   Lots of variety, and mass quantities.  
About 50 people were in attendance.  After the meal, we heard a presentation by Paul Konrad, who is coordi-
nating the development of the Minnesota River Valley Birding Trail.  Mr. Konrad has taken part in an amazing 
number of birding related activities in his career, and this is his latest challenge. The presentation was filled 
with interesting information, most of which can be found on a website devoted to the trail: www.birdingtrail.
org. 
     Paul started with some encouraging trends.  Birding has grown greatly in popularity in the last ten years.  
During the 1990s, birding festivals attracted many people to the hobby, and there are now more than 200 festi-
vals across the country.  In 1996, 63,000,000 people in the U.S. defined themselves as birding enthusiasts;  
23,000,000 traveled to take part in birding activities; and $29,000,000,000 were spent on birding related prod-
ucts.  Birding is the fastest growing pastime in the country. 
     Birding trails are one of the newest trends in this growing pastime.  More and more are being developed, 
partially because it is becoming clear to retailers, chambers of commerce, and other community developers, 
that birders bring dollars into areas that welcome them.  The other side of this coin is birders coming together 
to help develop trails in order to preserve and enhance habitat. 
     Paul explained that the significance of this particular trail is primarily in its location.  It will eventually lead 
from the Minnesota River headwaters on the western border of the state, an area containing native grasslands 
and prairie potholes, to the forested regions of the Twin Cities at the River’s confluence with the Mississippi.  
Both eastern and western bird species intermix here.  North and south meet here as well: arctic breeders winter 
here, and neotropical migrants breed here. 
     The planning for the Trail is well under way.  In actuality, it will not be a true trail, but a unified and con-
nected series of (mostly) pre-existing birding hot spots.  Eventually, a detailed map will be published, locating 
and describing each of these site along the “trail”.  Paul is hoping for public involvement, and welcomes nomi-
nations from birders for possible sites to be included along the trail.  Criteria for such sites include: Bird diver-
sity and abundance, significant habitat, accessibility (physical and legal), economic significance, maintenance 
support, educational significance, community support, and long-term support.  Go to the website for more in-
formation, or Paul Konrad can be reached at (651) 225-1830 or email him at: pkonrad@audubon.org. 

September Program Review 

Come for a day of fun and adventure at the Audubon Center of the North Woods.  Located on beautiful Grindstone Lake just outside 
Sandstone MN, the Audubon Center invites you to the annual Open House.  Participate in activities such as climbing our indoor wall, 
challenging yourself on our high ropes course, and taking a tour of the grounds.  Go on a wild foods hike, learn to make rope from 
plant fibers, or create a design out of porcupine quills.  Activities will be led by Audubon Center staff as well as college student 
naturalists from Northland College (in Ashland, WI).  Come see what the Audubon Center of the North Woods is all about!  All 
activities are free of charge, beginning at 10:00 am and ending at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Come for all or just part of the fun.  Please bring your own lunch and if you have further questions, contact:  Clarissa Ellis at (320) 
245-2648, Audubon Center of the North Woods, P.O. Box 530, Sandstone, MN  55072 

Audubon Center of North Woods Open House — October 7th  
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Calendar of Events 
       
     October 
            3    Bird I.D. Class, 6:45 p.m., 
                  Chapter Program, 7:30 p.m. 
                “Aftermath of the BWCA Blowdown” 
                  Mayflower Church 
            10  Chapter Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
            14  Bird Seed Sale 
 
      November 
          4  “This Benefit is for the Birds”, 9:00 a.m.            
            11  Field Trip, Weaver Bottoms  
            14  Chapter Program, 7:30 p.m. 
                 “Pothole and Grassland Birds” 
                  Mayflower Church 
            18  Field Trip, Chain of Lakes 
            21  Chapter Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
 
             

Field trips usually begin at 7:30 a.m.,  
call the Field Trips Chair for details. 

 
All are welcome to the Chapter Board Meetings! 

Call the president for details. 

 

National Audubon Society 
Chapter Membership Application 

NAME______________________________________________ 
ADDRESS___________________________________________ 
CITY _____________________STATE ______ ZIP _________ 
 
Send this application and make check pay-
able to: 
National Audubon Society 
Chapter Membership Data Center 
PO Box 51001 
Boulder, CO  80322-1001 

LOCAL CHAPTER 
Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis 
PO BOX 3801 
Minneapolis, MN  55403 
Chapter Code:      CM02 
                              9M99 

    Yes, I’d like to join!  Please enroll me as a member of the 
National Audubon Society and my local chapter at the special 
introductory rate of $20!  Please send AUDUBON magazine 
and my membership card to the address below. 
   As a senior citizen or student, I am able to join for only $15! 


