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As part of Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis’ (ACM) agreement with the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB), ACM has agreed to do a tree inventory at Roberts Bird Sanctuary.  Philip Potyondy, Forester Technician, MPRB, set up a tree inventory protocol using iTree, a computer program developed by the USDA Forest Service.  The protocol calls for selecting thirty 0.1 acre plots (37.2 ft radius circles).  Philip Potyondy used the iTree program to randomly select the 30 sites and used a GPS to locate them on the ground and mark with a stake.  Nine volunteers with the Audubon Chapter of Minneapolis began conducting the inventory in August 2011.  The inventory protocol required a survey of the ground cover and the shrubs (woody plants less than 1 inch in diameter) in each plot along with a survey of all the trees over one inch in diameter with extensive data collection of each tree.  The collection of the data was found to be time consuming and with a steep learning curve.

As of November 30th, eight (2, 3, 9, 10, 13, 24, 29 and 30) of the 30 plots have been completed.  The following number of trees were recorded; Plot 2 – 29 trees, 3 – 30, 9 – 20, 10 – 61, 13 – 24, 24 – 30, 29 – 48, 30 – 67.  A total of 309 trees were measured and their locations noted.  An additional ten plots have had their perimeters staked and their ground cover noted and the shrubs identified.

A total of 18 tree species have been recorded so far. They are American elm (Ulmus americana), Basswood (Tilia americana), Black cherry (Prunus serotina), Boxelder (Acer negundo), Buckthorn, common (Rhamnus cathartica), Buckthorn, glossy (Rhamnus frangula), Burr oak (Quercus macrocarpa), Dogwood, red osier (Cornus sericea), Green ash (Fraxinus pennsylvanica), Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis), Japanese yew (Taxus cuspida), Mulberrry, white (Morus alba), Norway maple (Acer platanoides), Red oak (Quercus rubra), Silver maple (Acer saccharium), Sugar maple (Acer saccarum), Tamarack (Larix laricina) and Whitecrack willow (Salix xrubens).

 A total of 9 shrubs that aren’t a tree species was recorded.  They are American elderberry (Sambucus nigra), Blackcurrant (Ribes nigrum), Gooseberry currant (Ribes montigenum), Highbush cranberry (Viburnum opulus v. americanum), Honeysuckle (Lonicera sp.), Nannyberry (Viburnum lentago), Red elderberry (Sambucus racemosa), Riverbank grape (Vitis riparia) and Woodbine (aka false Virginia creeper) (Parthenocissus vitacea).

It is expected that some of the data (tree location and species) for the plots may be collected this winter.  The rest of the plots are expected to be completed by the end of 2012.
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